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AMERICAN IDYLL 
Making the most of the meadow
and wetland space that surrounds it,
a home in Weston, Massachusetts,
enjoys suburban convenience but
feels like a rural retreat.



138 New England Home May/June 2010

AMERICAN IDYLL
Making the most of the meadow and wetland space that surrounds
it, a home in Weston, Massachusetts, enjoys suburban convenience
but feels like a rural retreat. TEXT BY STACY KUNSTEL • PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC

ROTH • ARCHITECTURE: MARK HUTKER AND MATT SCHIFFER, HUTKER ARCHITECTS •
INTERIOR DESIGN: SUSANNE CSONGOR, SLC INTERIORS • LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE:

GREGORY LOMBARDI • BUILDER: ECO STRUCTURES

Rambling stone walls, a rolling meadow and a wetlands view are pleasures rarely afforded homeowners
sitting on just a few acres. But despite its suburban setting, the feeling in this new 6,000-square-foot
home is purely rural in character. • Tucked behind a bevy of staid colonials with massive front lawns 

in Weston, Massachusetts, it recalls the area’s historic predecessors—in this case barns and the outlying
buildings that support the functions of farm life. Divided into three forms, each with gabled rooflines,
the house is reminiscent of a collection of connected barns, albeit ones executed in wood, stone and

glass. • “We wanted the spaces to be broken up,” says the husband. “We didn’t want a tall or imposing
house.” • “We loved the idea of multiple outbuildings, like we see when driving through Vermont,” adds
the wife. • The couple, who have two young children, turned to architect Mark Hutker of Hutker Archi-

tects in Falmouth and Martha’s Vineyard,  Massachusetts, for this project after working with him on 
the renovation of a home on the Cape. Known mostly for his work on Cape Cod and the islands over the

past twenty-five years, Hut ker approached this home as an opportunity to practice his philosophy of 

Securing its position as the heart 
of entertaining, the expansive living
room boasts plenty of seating. Fac-
ing page: Gabled, barn-like roof-
lines set a rural tone for the home.
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new regional vernacular architecture away from
the water’s edge. “In our approach, we looked at
the history of the community,” he says. “It’s those
agrarian buildings that are often overlooked as
part of the rural landscape. They have this ability,
though, to create really interesting architecture.”

It was a look the homeowners, one of whom
grew up among the horse barns and stone walls
around Lexington, Kentucky, could easily embrace.

From the stone-pillared entrance, only pieces of
the house are visible. Following the stone wall (a
feature that continues through the interior of the
house), the eye is drawn to the front facade, where
a walkway and wooden pergola reach out to lead
visitors toward the entry.

Inside, the house reveals itself gradually. The
foyer appears as a long hallway with a stained
wooden wall standing between it and the living
area. The wall is actually three separate floor-to-
ceiling standing cabinets, each with a particular
function that corresponds to the seating areas on
the other side. One holds a wet bar to serve the

cocktail table near the bronze-covered fireplace at
one end, another hides a large flat-screen television
across from a plush sofa and chairs, and a third
holds a coat closet that opens on the foyer side.
“We talked a lot with Mark about the function of
the spaces and storage,” the wife says. “We are very
organized people and didn’t want a lot of clutter.”

If stone walls, barn-like forms and a standing
seam roof carried the vestiges of Kentucky life on
the exteriors, then it was that state’s heritage of
bourbon-making that influenced the colors in the
interior. The open room, a sea of bourbon-hued
furnishings, is made more airy by the exposed
trusses on the ceiling and the band of clerestory
windows around the top of the structure. Pavilion-
like in feel, it offers green views to the outdoors in
almost every direction.

Interior designer Susanne Csongor of SLC Inte-
riors in South Hamilton, Massachusetts, started
with a custom-cut and -colored rug to anchor the
three sitting areas and unify the room. A leather-
topped coffee table in front of the L-shaped sofa

“The home -
owners have
a very clean,

sophisticated
idea of what

they want 
to live with.
We avoided

masses of
color and

focused on
texture.”

Soft, earthy hues in the kitchen echo the col-
ors of the landscape outside. Below left: In 
the bedroom wing, an exposed balcony keeps
the hallway open to the views. Below right: 
A seamless stainless-steel sink makes a good
flower-cutting spot in the mudroom. Facing
page: The formal dining area sits at the end 
of the living room opposite the fireplace.
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The house presents itself in three
forms with the bedroom wing to the
left, the front entry and public
spaces in the center and a second
entrance with the mudroom on the
right.
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plays off the dark bronze fireplace surround and
bronze-framed windows. Blocks of color, whether
on the walls and ceiling or in the rug and furnish-
ings, eschew pattern. “The homeowners have a
very clean, sophisticated idea of what they want to
live with,” says Csongor. “They have a predisposi-
tion to transitional furnishings without a lot of
fuss or pattern in the composition. We avoided
masses of color so you can focus on texture.”

Opposite the seating areas, project architect
Matt Schiffer’s interior detailing on the dining
room wall continues a theme of simple raised pan-
eling that focuses on clean lines and a graphic pat-
tern. Above the table hangs an oversized drum
shade, a more modern shape than the expected
chandelier. A door built into the paneling, which
is invisible unless ajar, leads to a smaller family
room—also equipped with a television and fire-
place—that is open to the kitchen.

“We didn’t want spaces we wouldn’t really use,”
the wife says. “We love the idea of a great room
for entertaining, but as a family we love to be in

this space of the kitchen and family room.”
The family room, separated from the kitchen 

by a dark-stained breakfast table, takes on lighter
colors, but with the same clean lines seen in the
living room. Wood on the walls and ceiling are
painted similar colors, recalling Shaker detailing.
“The fabrics and furnishings we chose here are
more du ra ble and casual,” says Csongor. “The cof-
fee and breakfast tables are both made from found
wood and have natural, organic and irregular
qualities to them that give the room a more eclec-
tic feel. It’s a great way to create the atmosphere 
of a family-driven space.”

In laying out the house, the couple also wanted
to be near their children’s rooms. In the two-story
bedroom wing, Hutker and Schiffer kept the stair-
well open with a balcony so the parents have a visu-
al connection between their space and the area out-
side the kids’ bedrooms, which does triple duty as a
homework and computer space as well as a library.

The second floor master suite is organized with
the homeowners’ lives in mind. An office area for
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Following 
the stone
wall, the eye
is drawn to
the facade,
where a
walkway 
and wooden
pergola 
reach out to
lead visitors
toward 
the entry.

Stone walls define outdoor spaces, become
part of the home’s foundation and reappear
inside the house. Facing page top: So quiet
and private is the yard, the house feels like
its sits out in the country rather than in the

Boston suburbs. Facing page bottom: A per-
gola shades the glass doors of the front entry.
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the husband connects directly to a dressing room
and the master bath, meaning he doesn’t have to
disturb his wife when he comes home late from a
business trip or meeting.

Wraparound windows in the master bath maxi-
mize both light and view. Schiffer designed the
spa-like setting, choosing to float the mirrors on
steel rods in the windows above the vanities. “It’s a
wonderful feeling having natural light illuminate
your face,” he says.

The view’s southern exposure rolls toward old-
growth trees and an open meadow. It’s hard to
place your exact location in such a bucolic setting.

It could be Kentucky or the Connecticut River
Valley, but it just happens to be an in-town idyll. •
Note For more about New England Home, visit
www.nehomemag.com.
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Mirrors float on steel rods
in the windows above the
vanities. “It’s a wonderful
feeling having natural
light illuminate your face.”

Clockwise from upper left: His and hers
sinks flank a freestanding tub in the
master bath. The master bedroom walls
have old-fashioned board-and-batten
paneling. The master bath includes a
dark-stained built-in dressing table.

To see more of this home tune in to NECN’s New
England Dream House Sunday, May 16, at 10:30 
a.m. Host Jenny Johnson and Stacy Kunstel, homes
editor for New England Home, will take viewers on 
a tour. The show will also air May 16 at 7:30 p.m.,
and at 3 p.m. on May 17, 20, 25 and June 2. You can
see the story online at www.nedreamhouse.com
starting May 16.


